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Promote immigration reform
The Chamber continues to push for passage 
of comprehensive immigration reform, which 
is critical to a vibrant economy. Reforms 
must create a pathway to legalization and 
citizenship that are earned and achievable. 
Priorities include: safeguards to ensure 
potential citizens are clear of criminal records, 
English pro� cient and current with all taxes 
owed; provisions to expand the availability 
of H1-B visas to retain highly skilled workers 
and guest worker provisions with a reliable 
veri� cation system to help employers meet 
the law; and effective border enforcement.

LA 2020 Commission
In early January, the LA 2020 Commission 
produced a report outlining the critical issues 
facing Los Angeles, titled “A Time for Truth.” 
Amongst other challenges, the report states 
that Los Angeles is the only one of the seven 
largest cities in the U.S. where the number 
of jobs has actually declined since 1990, 
activity in most of our key economic sectors 
is � at or in decline, our public school system 
is failing our children and City budget cuts 
have led to a severe decline in service levels 
over the last decade. The Chamber continues 
to engage in discussions on these issues, and 
will be presenting a list of recommendations 
for the LA 2020 Commission to consider 
when discussing how to address the 
shortcomings.

Promote pension reform and sound 
� scal policies
In recent years, local, state and federal 
governments have made poor decisions 
regarding their long-term � scal health and 
the proper use of scarce taxpayer dollars. 
Chief among these actions has been the over-
commitment to public employees in regard 
to pension bene� ts, which has resulted in 

signi� cant portions of general fund budgets 
going to pay for pension systems, while the 
unfunded pension liabilities remain in the 
billions. The Chamber has been a leading 
voice for true pension reform at both the state 
and local level. 

Support ef� cient and effective 
government and political systems
This Council promotes changes to our political 
systems to promote good government and 
better representation. The Chamber has 
supported the establishment of the statewide 
redistricting commission, extension of 
term limits, and the “top two” system for 
electing California of� cials. The Council has 
also reviewed and weighed in on structural 
changes to government itself in promoting 
the creation of the City of Los Angeles’s 
new vision for economic development with a 
dedicated department and a new private non-
pro� t to promote growing our local economy. 
The Council has effectively pushed for the 
creation of these entities and will monitor 
their activities to ensure our vision for them 
becomes a reality.

Review and recommend positions 
on local and state initiatives
This Council reviews proposed ballot 
initiatives and recommends positions to 
the Chamber’s board of directors. The 
Council reviews measures to ensure they are 
� scally sound and do not negatively impact 
businesses in the L.A. region with costs or 
new regulations.

Elected of� cial scorecard
This Council is creating and will manage a 
scorecard by which local elected of� cials can 
be judged on their support of the Chamber’s 
policy agenda.
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The Government & Fiscal Affairs Council of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce serves as the Chamber’s primary committee to evaluate legislation and policies that 
affect the broad business community and civic life including taxes, regulations and government 
reforms. The Council meets monthly to monitor and act on general business regulatory issues 
and focuses on L.A. City public policy issues.


