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The Energy, Water & Environmental Sustainability Council of the Los Angeles 
Area Chamber of Commerce focuses on advancing cost-effective policies and programs that ensure 
reliable and affordable water and energy delivery, improve air quality, and promote economic 
growth in Los Angeles through the local development of technologies, businesses and jobs.
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Review cost impacts of 
and responsibly implement 
environmental regulations
The Chamber will advocate for policies that 
improve air and water quality regionally, but 
also fairly balance regulatory implementation 
and economic growth. Working with local, 
state and federal environmental agencies, 
the Chamber will advocate for market-based 
and cost-effective regulatory policies that do 
not place Los Angeles businesses, consumers 
and the regional economy at a competitive 
disadvantage nationally and globally. 

Secure safe, reliable and 
affordable water supplies for 
Southern California
The Chamber acknowledges that securing 
a safe, reliable and affordable water supply 
is critical to the continued success of Los 
Angeles’ economy. The Chamber supports 
the State’s Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
co-equal goals of providing a more reliable 
water supply for California and restoring 
the Delta ecosystem by advocating for the 
implementation of the Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan and the approval of a water bond 
measure that will build infrastructure that 
predictably yields measurable environmental 
and water supply bene� ts. The Chamber will 
also advocate for cost effective local water 
supply development (e.g., conservation, 
groundwater remediation and recharge, 
recycled water, desalination, rainwater 
capture, surface storage and transportation) 
that is economically feasible, cost-effective 
and has the potential to enhance regional 
self-suf� ciency during drought periods. 

Promote an affordable, reliable and 
diverse energy supply
The Chamber recognizes that businesses 
must have an affordable and reliable energy 
supply for the regional economy to remain 

productive and competitive. The Chamber will 
support an all-of-the-above energy strategy 
and will advocate for investments and policies 
that improve grid reliability, energy delivery, 
promote energy-ef� ciency, lower energy costs 
and expands the diversity of the region’s 
energy mix. 

Strengthen Los Angeles’ position 
as a global leader of clean 
technology innovation
California is a global leader of clean 
technology innovation and sustainable 
business practices. The Chamber will 
advocate for economic strategies that 
will continue to help Los Angeles’ clean 
technology sector grow. This includes 
pursuing state and federal funding 
opportunities, streamlining government 
processes, and working in conjunction with 
organizations such as CleanTech LA, the LA 
CleanTech Incubator, PortTechLA and Bixel 
Exchange to increase collaboration among the 
private, public and academic sectors. 

Modernize California’s 
Environmental Quality Act 
The California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) must be modernized to preserve the 
law’s original intent while preventing abuse 
for purposes unrelated to environmental 
protection. The Chamber supports substantive 
improvements and will continue to engage 
in a statewide coalition effort advocating 
for a “standards approach,” which will 
integrate California’s strongest-in-the-nation 
environmental laws and planning documents 
into the CEQA process, streamline the project 
approval and challenge processes, and reduce 
the risk of lawsuits that abuse the intent 
of CEQA and delay development, jobs and 
economic recovery.
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