
 

           TUESDAY | May 15, 2007 

 

  

   
 
Coming up  
at the Chamber 

View all upcoming events on 
our Web calendar.  
 
TUE-WED | May 15-16  
Access Sacramento  
more info  
 
THU | May 17  
The Connection Point  
Intentional Networking  
more info  
 
TUE | May 22  
Referral Network 
Grow Your Business  
more info 
 
WED | May 23  
Transportation & Goods 
Movement Committee 
Meeting  
more info 
 
WED | May 23  
Energy, Water & 
Environment Committee 
Meeting  
more info 
 
WED | May 30  
26th Annual Small Business 
Awards  
more info 
 
THU | May 31  
Land Use, Construction & 
Housing Committee Meeting  
more info 
 
The Los Angeles Area Chamber 
of Commerce is the voice of 
business in L.A. County. 
Founded in 1888, the Chamber 
promotes a prosperous 
economy and quality of life in 
the Los Angeles region. For 
more information, visit 
www.lachamber.org 

350 S. Bixel St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
213.580.7500 tel 
213.580.7511 fax 
info@lachamber.org 

 

 
Today is a critical day for the children of our community, their 
parents and all Angelenos. Voters in the Los Angeles Unified School 
Districts three and seven will select the final two members for the 
board of education. At the end of the day, four of the seven board 
members may be people who have pledged to attack the status quo in 
our public schools and make school reform—to benefit kids—their 
highest priority.      

L.A. businesses, with the 
encouragement of Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa, have shown a passionate 
interest in the two school board races 
that will be decided today. Owners 
and leaders of businesses, both large 
and small, have been outspoken and 
generous in their financial support for 
Tamar Galatzan and Richard 
Vladovic— two candidates who offer 
a unique opportunity to change the 
decades-long decline in public 
education in L.A. They have swayed 
supporters by being vocal on their 
stance to make our schools safer, 
reduce the drop-out rate, and focus 
more resources on making sure our students leave the classroom 
prepared for high paying jobs, professional opportunities and higher 
education.   

Some have questioned the amount of money businesses have 
committed to these races. But I take great pride in the willingness of 
business leaders to become engaged in the most important issue 
facing our community today—and the key to our economic future.  
Businesses who wrote checks to support the campaigns of Galatzan 
and Vladovic did so because they know that education equals 
economic opportunity, and without the foundation of a good 
education, our children will have extremely limited job opportunities 
in their lifetime.   

Whichever candidates win today, the Chamber calls on Mayor 
Villaraigosa, Superintendent David L. Brewer III, the school board, 
teachers, parents, businesses, organized labor and other community 
leaders to come together to begin working on a compact that will 
bring us all together to benefit our students. A lot of money, 
including from the Business PAC sponsored by the Chamber, was 
invested in this election to make the point that our community is 
dissatisfied with the status quo and ready to work as a team to benefit 
our children.   

Lastly, the Chamber appreciates and admires the hundreds of city 
and county firefighters and members of the military who risked their 
lives to put out last week’s fires in Griffith Park and Catalina Island. 
Everyone who assisted with these two dramatic firefighting efforts 
deserves our praise and debt of gratitude.   

Because we are experiencing the driest year on record, there is a high 
probability that we will need your help again. But let’s not tempt 
fate. All of us must be diligent to not add to the danger through 
actions that will in hindsight be regarded as thoughtless and careless. 
In that way we can all help these brave men and women do their 
jobs.  
 
And that’s The Business Perspective.  

 

Gary L. Toebben  
President & CEO 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
The Business Perspective is a weekly opinion piece by Gary Toebben, 
President & CEO of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, 
produced with the input of Senior Policy Advisor Rusty Hammer.
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L.A. Business
THIS WEEK
View the latest 
issue of the 
Chamber's weekly 
email newsletter.
Contact us to 
subscribe. 
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