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Coming up  
at the Chamber  

View all upcoming events on 
our web calendar. 

SUN-WED | Apr. 17-20  
Access Washington, D.C. 
more info 

WED | Apr. 20  
Power Hour Lunch Series: 
Creating a Mindset for 
Building Your Business, Part 
1 
more info  

THU | Apr. 21  
Export Seminar Series: 
Legal Do's & Don'ts for 
Exporters 
more info 

TUE | Apr. 26  
Referral Network 
A Growing Companies Program 
sponsored by  
Wells Fargo 
more info 

WED | Apr. 27  
Construction Industry 
Council 
more info 

THU | Apr. 28  
Economic Development & 
Land Use Committee 
more info 

WED | May 4  
World Trade Week  
Kickoff Breakfast 
more info  

WED | May 4  
Health Care Committee 
Meeting 
more info  

The Los Angeles Area Chamber 
of Commerce, with nearly 
1,400 members, is the voice of 
business in L.A. County. 
Founded in 1888, the Chamber 
promotes a prosperous 
economy and quality of life in 
the Los Angeles region. For 
more information, visit 
www.lachamber.org 
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The ongoing Bay Bridge cost overrun saga continues to amaze me. 
The $2.1 billion seismic retrofit is now a $6.2 billion project, and it's 
not even completed yet.  

Thankfully, our Southern California delegation is with us on this one 
and supporting the governor's position that Bay Area lawmakers 
need to go with the less costly design. Cost effectiveness and 
earthquake safety must be the top priorities. If Bay Area commuters 
want an expensive design, that's fine. Just don't ask us to pay for it. 
 
But the message does not seem to be getting through to Bay Area 
lawmakers. Senate President Don Perata (D-Oakland) proposed that 
the toll on this bridge be increased by one dollar and the rest of the 
cost overruns be covered by a state bond. (Gov. Schwarzenegger is 
willing to contribute $300 million, but that is all.) 
 
The toll hike is the right thing to do. A bond is okay, too, but any 
such bond should be limited to the Bay Area taxpayers, not for the 
entire state. It is good to see that Sen. Perata and other Bay Area 
legislators are no longer seeking state transportation money to pay 
for the cost overruns, but now we have to convince them to abandon 
the effort to have the state--meaning all California taxpayers--pay for 
anymore of it. 
 
What our friends to the north have to 
remember is they decided to proceed 
with the Cadillac of bridges when a Ford 
would have worked just as well. Those of 
us outside of the Bay Area had no say in 
the matter, as a local commission 
selected by Mayors Willie Brown and 
Jerry Brown decided which design they 
liked best. I doubt any of them asked out 
loud if including taxpayers from other 
parts of the state was the right thing to do 
in their decision making process. 
Therefore, it's unfair to ask us to fork 
over $3-4 billion that we simply don't 
have. 
Just go with the simpler design already! 
 
You would think that the Bay Area, which is home to both of our 
state's U.S. Senators and President Bush's transportation secretary, 
could have turned to the federal government for assistance. The fact 
that the feds are not interesting in bailing them out on this makes me 
believe that they consider the bridge cost overruns to be as 
irresponsible as we do.  
 
This whole Bay Bridge episode perfectly illustrates the great divide 
between the public and the legislature. Those of us who sign 
paychecks and have to live within our means don't purchase what we 
cannot afford. Legislators, on the other hand, tend to spend state 
money like there's plenty more where that came from. 
 
Transportation is a huge crisis in California--and the nation. I am 
perfectly willing to pay more in taxes on much-needed projects, 
including seismic retrofits on corridors throughout the state. But 
when I see the foolhardy ways taxpayer money is spent--or misspent, 
I should say--on the Bay Bridge, I will probably not vote for more 
transportation tax hikes, and certainly not a bond to pay for someone 
else's mistake.  
 
Sen. Perata is right to ask his constituents to pay an extra dollar in 
tolls for the Bay Bridge. Now he should urge his constituents to 
support a local bond to complete the bridge and pay for the design 
they want. If they really want the costlier bridge, they'll vote to pay 
for it on their own. 
 
And that's the Business Perspective. 
 

 
 
Russell J. Hammer 
President & CEO 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 

 
The Business 
Perspective is an 
award-winning 
weekly opinion 
column by Rusty 
Hammer, 
President & CEO, 
LA Area 
Chamber 

L.A. Business 
THIS WEEK  
View the latest 
issue of the 
Chamber's weekly 
email newsletter. 
Contact us to 
subscribe. 

IN THE 
NEWS  
" North and South 
Miles Apart on Bay 
Bridge Project," 
Los Angeles 
Times, Apr. 18, 
2005. 
 
Yesterday's Los 
Angeles Times 
covers the Bay 
Bridge and the LA 
Area Chamber's 
advocacy efforts on 
this issue. 
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