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THE HONORABLE ERIC GARCETTI  
CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT   

CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
 

A fourth-generation Angeleno, Eric Garcetti was born at Good Samaritan Hospital and grew up 
in Los Angeles. He won a hotly-contested election to the Los Angeles City Council in 2001, 
becoming one of the youngest city councilmembers in the city's history. Over 100 languages are 
spoken on the streets of his district, from Hollywood to Downtown and across the Los Angeles 
River. The neighborhoods he represents constitute the beating heart of Los Angeles. 

Unanimously elected as Council President in December 2005, Garcetti promotes the work of 
each of his fourteen colleagues on the City Council. He chairs focused meetings that start on 
time and get the people’s business done in an open and effective fashion. He has modernized the 
council’s legislative assignments, making the council’s committees more reflective of the issues 
that face Los Angeles. 

Council President Garcetti chairs the Rules and Elections Committee. He also serves as Vice-
Chair of the Energy and the Environment Committee and sits on the Housing, Community, and 
Economic Development Committee, which he chaired for four and a half years. He is also the 
Vice-Chair of the Ad Hoc River Committee and the Ad Hoc Homelessness Committee, and 
serves on the Ad Hoc Stadium Committee. He was unopposed for re-election and began his 
second term in office in July 2005. 

During his first term in office, Garcetti emerged as an effective local problem-solver and as a 
strong advocate on citywide and national issues. He led the effort to fund the nation's largest 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund, oversaw the economic and cultural revitalization of Hollywood, 
wrote and championed Proposition O to clean up our local water, won passage of a plan that 
eliminated the city’s business tax for 60% of all businesses, and helped bring thousands of new 
high wage jobs to Los Angeles and his district. In his district, he tackled neighborhoods' most 
intractable problems, doubling the number of parks, ensuring the availability of an after-school 
program in every school in the district, and reducing graffiti by more than 60 percent. 

Prior to his election, Garcetti taught public policy, diplomacy and world affairs at Occidental 
College and the University of Southern California. In 1998, the Rockefeller Foundation selected 
him as a Next Generation Leadership Fellow. Garcetti studied urban planning and political 
science at Columbia University, where he received his B.A. and M.A. in International Relations. 
He studied as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University and the London School of Economics. He 
is an avid photographer, jazz pianist and composer. He lives in Echo Park with his partner of 
eleven years, Amy Elaine Wakeland. 

 


