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BREAKING NEWS: Amended sales tax bill clears Senate committee

With almost no prior warning, the state Senate's Appropriations Committee quickly 
convened this afternoon and approved AB 2321, the state bill that would allow a proposal 
for a half-cent sales tax increase in Los Angeles County to be placed on the Nov. 4 ballot.

UPDATE: The vote was 14 to 0, with one absence. Among the supporters were state Sen. 
Jenny Oropeza and state Sen. Gil Cedillo, both of whom had issues with the bill before it 
was updated.

I just got off the phone with Assemblyman Mike Feuer (D-Los Angeles), the sponsor of the 
bill. He said the amendments included so-called "intent language" that clarified that some 
of the sales tax revenues should be spent on several projects, including a Green Line 
Extension to LAX, fixes at traffic hotspots along the 605 freeway, the Gold Line extension 
and 710 Freeway improvements.

However, the intent language does not change the list of projects in either the state bill or 
the MTA's sales tax ordinance. Those two lists must match or the sales tax initiative could 
have been invalidated, according to MTA officials and Los Angeles County attorneys. 

I want to convey to your readers it's a good day because the logjam has been broken 
here," Feuer said. "I think it's smooth sailing to the ballot and it's up to all of us who support 
this to gain the support of two thirds of the voters." 

The other amendment to the bill -- and in my view, the one that you should note -- requires 
that the MTA give the state Legislature one year's prior notice if the MTA board decides to 
change the spending plan for expected sales tax revenues. In other words, if the MTA 
board wants to take money from one project and give it to another, they have to let the 
Legislature know way ahead of time so anyone who wants to cry foul can do so.

The state bill still must pass the full Senate, then go back to the Assembly for approval. 
Then it must be signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who has said he won't sign any 
more bills until the state budget deficit is solved. Schwarzenegger has said that he 
supports this bill -- but it remains to be seen if he makes an exception if the budget 
problems can't be solved. 
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Comments

Fantastic! 

This is great news. 

And because the legislature wrote in protections so the MTA doesn't change things mid-
stream, I don't see how any San Gabriel Valley politicians can honestly now oppose this.

Posted by: David Raether | August 13, 2008 at 03:47 PM 

Hooray! This promises the hope of fulfilling all I have been working toward since 1994 as a 
transportation activist!

83 days until Nov. 4th? YEOW! We supporters are going to be working up a campaign on 
the run.

But we can do it! Onword!

Posted by: Dana Gabbard | August 13, 2008 at 03:36 PM 

yay!

Posted by: Oscar | August 13, 2008 at 03:33 PM 

Post a comment

3B4307-300/250%3B23399934/23417787/1%3B%3B%
7Eokv%3D%3B%21category%3Dnet%2Cpos%3D1%
3Btile%3D2%3Bsz%3D300x250%3B%7Eaopt%3D6/0/
ff/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://clk.atdmt.com/APM/go/
trbnndrv0010000970apm/direct;wi.300;
hi.250/01/268244" target="_blank"><img border="0" 
src="http://view.atdmt.com/APM/view/
trbnndrv0010000970apm/direct;wi.300;
hi.250/01/268244" /></a></noscript> 

Road Resources

●     Gas prices where you live
●     L.A. County freeway speeds

●     National gas prices from AAA 
●     Los Angeles traffic and transit
●     Southland freeway speeds
●     Caltrans highway conditions
●     Metro rail
●     Amtrak 
●     CHP statewide incident reports
●     Caltrans live streaming video

Our Blogger

Steve Hymon is The Times' Road 
Sage. He covers traffic and 
transportation in a region united by 
a confounding network of freeways 
that frustrate drivers daily. The 
Bottleneck Blog is Steve's website 
home, where he breaks 
transportation news, reports on 

traffic tie-ups and brings a critical but humorous eye to 
commuting in Southern California. You can reach 
Steve at steve.hymon@latimes.com.
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