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Fifty-Four Years of Exploration 

Acquisition Division 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

California Institute of Technology 
 

August 10, 2011 

Bringing  the Universe to the World (1957 -2011) 
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• Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

(JPL) is a “Federally- 

Funded Research and 
Development Center” 

(FFRDC) 

 

• Leading research and 

development center  
     for NASA 

 

• University-managed by the 

California Institute of 

California (Caltech) 

About JPL 
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Located near Pasadena, California 

• ~4,500 employees 

• $1.5 billion business base 

• $600 million in annual 

    subcontract and purchase order                                             

commitments 

Å177 acres 

Å139 buildings and 36 trailers 

Å673,000 net square feet of office                                                                      

space 

Å906,000 net square feet 
of non-office space (e.g., labs) 

 

About JPL, continued      
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JPL’s mission: Robotic space 
exploration for NASA 

• Mars 
 

• Solar system 
 

• Exoplanets 
 

• Astrophysics 
 

• Earth Science 
 

• Interplanetary 

network 
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JPL’s vision: Our legacy by 2020 

Established a continuous 
presence around  and on 
the surface  of Mars. 

Returned first samples from 
other solar system bodies 

beyond the moon. 

 

Explored the Jovian and Saturnian satellites in detail 

and probed their surfaces and interiors for possible 
pre-biotic and life-favorable environments. 

 

Began exploring 
neighboring solar systems. 

 

Established operational 
capability to monitor 

dynamics of solid Earth 

and its oceans and 
atmosphere. 

 

Expanded the 
Interplanetary      

Network. 

Explored the 
boundaries of 
physics to 
understand the 
forces which 
powered the 

Big Bang. 
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2/12/10 Frewing Coro 6 

JPL today: More than 20 spacecraft and 

eight instruments across the solar system… 

…and beyond 
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JPL today: Recent and upcoming events 

Aquarius                               
June 2011 

Juno 
August 2011 

NuSTAR 
February 2012 

GRAIL 
September 2011 

Mars Science 
Laboratory                   

November 2011 
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Dawn Vesta 
Arrival                               

August 2011 
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Roles: Caltech manages JPL for NASA 

Annual funding 

Program reporting 

Specific program 

direction 

Negotiations for 5-year contracts 

Oversight reporting to Caltech 

management and trustees 

Integral ties with 

campus and faculty 

Review of Acquisition System and 

selected subcontracts 
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Roles: JPL’s Executive Council 
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Roles: JPL’s Acquisition Division 
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Karl Bird 

Division Manager 

Andre Stefanovich 

Deputy Manager 

Project Acquisition  
Management and 

Business Opportunities  
Office 

 
Stuart Imai 

2680 

Subcontracts 
Closeout 
Ray Kong 
Supervisor 

263-1 

2630 

Acquisition Planning 
and Compliance 

Section 
 

Kent Johnson 

Cost & Performance 
Analysis 

Jeff Goodman 
Supervisor 

263-2 

Solar System  
Exploration (4x) &  
Mars Exploration 
Directorates (6x) 

Kathy O’Hara 
Supervisor 

267-2 

2670 

Flight Project and 
Program Subcontracts 

Section 
 

Janester Short 

Astronomy & Physics 
(7X) and Earth 

Science & Tech. (8X) 
Kirk Bilby 

Supervisor 
267-1 

2660 

Non-Flight Research 
and Development 

Della Borlund 
Supervisor 

266-3 

Service & Institutional 
Support Subcontracts 

Section 
 

Dale Wright 

Labor & Task Services 
Elbert Smith 
Supervisor 

266-1 

Construction, Facilities 
 and Interplanetary  

Network 
Debbie Lee 
Supervisor 

266-2 

Eastern States 
University 

Subcontracts 
Tom Currier 
Supervisor 

269-1 

Western States 
University 

Subcontracts 
Patrick Thompson 

Supervisor 
269-2 

University 
Subcontracts Section 

 
Kevin Caporicci 

2690 

Rapid Procurement 
Nancy Neilan 

Supervisor 
262-1 

Fabrication, Test 
Equipment & Supplies 

Kathy Levy 
Supervisor 

262-2 

Base Support 
and Infrastructure 

Martin Johnson 
Supervisor 

262-4 

Commodity 
Purchasing Section 

 
Steve Alfery 

2620 

IT Hardware,  
Software & Services 

Steve Woo 
Supervisor 

262-3 
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ÁXXXX 

Roles: Industry provides enabling 
capabilities for  Space Science missions 
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End-to-end system 
engineering  

  Autonomous 
mobility 

 Deep space 
communications 

Deep space navigation 
and highly stable clocks 

Extreme precision 
formation flying for 

science and rendezvous 

 High precision space borne    
systems in optical to                       

sub-millimeter 

Active sensors for mapping 
and positioning (SAR, 

altimeters, GPS) 
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Capturing JPL opportunities 

ÁExplore all business options 

– Primes and subcontractors nationwide 

ÁGive a product demonstration 

ÁMake contacts and network 

− Schedule a meeting with end customers 

− Contact cognizant procurement organizations 

− Schedule a capability demonstration 

ÁSubmit proposals in conjunction with a qualified 

industry partner or NASA or non-NASA researcher 
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MSL backshell 

shields a car 
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ÁLockheed Martin Corporation, Denver, CO 
− Spacecraft manufacturing 

ÁITT, Monrovia, CA 
− Deep space network operations and maintenance  

ÁLockheed Martin Integrated Systems, Seabrook, MD 
– Desktop computing systems, software and services 

ÁComputer Science Corporation (CSC), Pasadena CA 
– Information technology infrastructure support 

ÁOrbital  Sciences Corporation, Germantown, MD 
–Spacecraft manufacturing 

ÁNorthrop-Grumman, Redondo Beach, CA 
– Flight Instrument and subsystem tasks 

ÁRaytheon, Pasadena, CA 
– Scientific data systems operations and analysis 

ÁSwales Aerospace, Beltsville, MD 
– Mechanical and thermal engineering 

 

 

Capturing opportunities: Industry partners 
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ÁArizona State University  

ÁCornell University  

ÁMassachusetts Institute of Technology  

ÁStanford University  

ÁUniversity of Arizona  

ÁUniversity of Colorado  

ÁUniversity of Iowa 

ÁUniversity of Michigan  

ÁUniversity of Texas at Austin  

ÁUtah State University Research Foundation  

 

Capturing opportunities: University partners 
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Award distribution by type of supplier  
- FY’10 - 
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$465,887,524 

$146,801,958 

$104,886 

$55,257,986 

$3,695,771 
$3,433,626 

$37,430,542 Large Business

Small Business

City, County, State

US Education Institutions

Government Agency

Foreign

Non-Profit

Business Type Dollars 
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Common Items Procured 
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ÅOutside Fabrication 
and Processing 

ÅElectronic 
Instrumentation 

ÅTest Equipment 

ÅHardware, Software, 
and ADP Systems 

ÅGraphics Products 
and Services 

ÅOffice Equipment 
and Machines 

ÅElectronic 
Components and 

Supplies 

ÅOffice and Computer       
Supplies 

ÅElectrical         
Supplies 

ÅBuilding            
Supplies                   

and Hand Tools 

ÅFurniture 
 

 

ÅSubcontract Labor 

ÅConsulting Agrmt. 

ÅEngineering and 
Technical                                                                   

Task-Type Services 

ÅNon-Flight R&D 
Studies and 
Hardware 

ÅFacilities and 
Construction 

ÅMaintenance and 
Operations 

ÅSecurity Services 

ÅInstitutional Support 
Services 

ÅGround Support 
Equipment 

ÅDesktop and   
Network Services 

ÅInterplanetary 
Network Support   

and Services 
 

 

 

 

ÁSpacecraft Systems 

ÁSpacecraft 
Subsystems 

ÁFlight Instruments 

ÁTechnology Studies 

ÁFlight R&D Studies 
and Hardware 

 

 

ÁScientific 
Investigations  

ÁBasic Research 

ÁTechnical Studies 

ÁFlight Instruments  
and Instrumentation 

ÁEducational 
Outreach 

ÁNot-for-Profits 
 

 

Commodities Research Flight Labor & Services 
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Awarding Work 
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Define 
Requirement 

Identify Qualified 
Sources 

Issue 
Solicitation 

Select Source 

Negotiate 

Award 
Subcontract 

Manage 
Subcontract 

Closeout 

Procurement 
Process 

Vehicles 

Purchase Order 

Purchase Card 

Blanket Agreement 

GSA Schedules 

e-Commerce 

Subcontracts 
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• Understand export compliance according to 
International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) 

• Familiar with Federal Acquisition Regulation    

(FAR) 25.4 and NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 

1825 

• Accept JPL terms and conditions (T&C) with 

minimum changes 

• Work independently with minimal assistance 

from JPL (per ITAR) 

• Maintain an adequate accounting system for 

cost-type subcontracts 

• Understand the Buy American Act  pricing 

requirements for supplies 

 

Considerations for foreign suppliers 
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 Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
http:// www.jpl.nasa.gov  
 

JPL Acquisition Division (including T&Cs) 
http:// acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/default.htm  
 

JPL Business Opportunities Office 
http:// acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/boo  
 

NASA 
http:// www.nasa.gov  

 
 

Getting to know  
NASA and JPL better 
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http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/default.htm
http://acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/default.htm
http://acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/boo
http://acquisition.jpl.nasa.gov/boo
http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.nasa.gov/
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Thank you  
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