
U.S. Commercial Service

Jim Rigassio, Commercial Counselor 
for Argentina & Uruguay

Argentina & Uruguay:

Markets of  Opportunity 



Argentina & Uruguay

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.yerba-mate-teas.com/pics/yerba-mate-culture.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.yerba-mate-teas.com/yerba-mate-benefits.php&usg=__LKNc4z_pvUH_lRAAGiUw2ghYmVM=&h=699&w=549&sz=109&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=-UKysdZcslUu-M:&tbnh=139&tbnw=109&prev=/images?q=yerba+mate&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.losmejoresdestinos.com/asado_argentina.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.losmejoresdestinos.com/argentina_recetas.htm&usg=__Da1mlMJ0EWi8wuNq3pKRwcFpk10=&h=302&w=401&sz=33&hl=en&start=6&itbs=1&tbnid=_OXE8_D59a48QM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=argentia+asado&gbv=2&hl=en
http://www.tangoconcepts.com/images/cristian-virginia001.jpg
http://nimg.sulekha.com/sports/thumbnailfull/uruguay-argentina-wcup-soccer-2009-10-14-22-42-8.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Plata_buenos_aires_montevideo_map.PNG&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plata_buenos_aires_montevideo_map.PNG&usg=__jU4Uw1gIPdhtW_5bBaoSwf4h8Zw=&h=539&w=698&sz=22&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=7oLEwQvsY7pDFM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=139&prev=/images?q=plata+river&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N


Economic Drivers
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Politics

Argentina
• Presidential Elections    

October 2011

Uruguay
• Presidential Elections    

October 2009
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Argentina       

• The U.S. is one of Argentina's major trading 

partners, and investors

• Argentina is an attractive market due to its 

size, diversity and Mercosur/Brazil access

• Argentina offers abundant natural resources, 

infrastructure and human capital 



Uruguay     

• The U.S. ranks among Uruguay's top five 

largest trading  partners

• Uruguay offers niches of opportunity and 

serves as test market and as distribution 

point for Mercosur/Brazil markets

• Uruguay and the U.S. signed a Trade & 

Investment Framework Agreement in 2007



Bilateral Trade 2008 

Argentina Uruguay

U.S. Exports  to: $7.5 Billion

Up 28.7%

$893 Million

Up 39.4%

U.S. Imports 

from:

$5.8 Billion

Up 29.8%

$244 Million

Down 50%



o ICT Equipment & Technologies

o Agricultural & Irrigation Equipment

o Medical Equipment

o Building Products and Renewable 

Energy Equipment for Green Buildings

Best Prospects



Best Prospects

ARGENTINA

Sporting Goods

Education / Travel &

Tourism

Mining Equipment

Food Processing 

Equipment

Security Equipment

URUGUAY

Fertilizers

IT Hardware

Chemicals

Construction Equipment

Infrastructure



Market Trends

ARGENTINA

• Political 

Challenges

• Trade Barriers

• Upside potential

• IPR – Priority 

Watch List

• Limited access 

to finance

URUGUAY

• Bilateral 

engagement

• Open market

• Market niches

• Transparency 

International

• Exim/OPIC/USTDA 

open



Contact us!

http://www.buyusa.gov

Tel: 54-11-5777-4367

For Customized 
Business Solutions…


