
GLOBAL INITIATIVES

PROGRAMS

The Greater Los Angeles Region, including the counties of L.A., Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura, is one of the most vibrant economies in 
the world. The region’s exemplary educational institutions, diversi� ed economy and industrial base continue to be a powerful magnet for global traders 

and investors. It is the “Trade Hub” between the Paci� c Rim and Latin America. This fact is supported by the more than 14 free trade agreements and 
commercial treaties negotiated by the U.S. Government in the Paci� c Rim and the region’s world class logistical comparative advantage. The Chamber’s 
Global Initiatives team is widely recognized for their practical experience in developing, managing and implementing global trade and investment programs 
and strategies. These initiatives are designed to advance global trade in the region, with a strong focus on export promotion, foreign direct investment and 
assisting local businesses in expanding their global reach.

World Trade Week
Recognized each May since 1933, World Trade Week celebrates a month of world trade and includes 
more than 30 trade events highlighting the economic development that global trade and investment 
bring to our region. The World Trade Week Kickoff Breakfast is held annually by the Chamber and is 
one of the largest trade-focused events in the region,  attracting more than 600 executives, consul 
generals, elected of� cials and business leaders. 

Latin American Business Conference 
This international forum, presented in partnership with UCLA Anderson School of Management and 
the UCLA Anderson Latin American Business Association, is designed to assist regional companies 
(small to medium enterprises) to understand some of the critical economic, social and� nancial issues, 
as well as opportunities facing the region. Speakers include respected public and private sector 
leaders from multiple industries in Latin America.

Roundtable Discussions
The L.A. Area Chamber hosts intimate discussions with ambassadors, trade ministers and high-level 
of� cials on trade issues and opportunities throughout the year.  

Business Matchmaking and Trade Missions
The L.A. Area Chamber arranges the participation of small to medium sized � rms in international 
industrial and commercial trade shows and matchmaking meetings between foreign executives and 
local companies. Past trade missions have include Chile, South Korea, Hong Kong, Mexico, Brazil and 
others.  

Country & Trade Brie� ngs
These brie� ngs connect local businesses with import/export representatives, trade consuls and 
diplomats, and provide exposure to new market opportunities in several countries.

Diplomatic & Commercial Of� cers Group
The Chamber’s Diplomatic & Commercial Of� cers Group provides a venue for diplomat members of 
the consular corp. and foreign trade of� ces to develop their own international trade strategies and 
programs as they perform their professional responsibilities. More than 30 foreign trade diplomats 
participate as members.  

Certi� cates of Origin
Chamber members receive discounted certi� cates of origin. These documents, which state the origin 
of goods being exported, are required by certain foreign countries, and considered by virtually all 
countries when determining what duty will be assessed on goods or, in some cases, whether goods can 
be legally imported at all.

Certi� cates of Free Sale (CFS)
The L.A. Area Chamber issues a Certi� cate of Free Sale for products legally sold in the U.S. for 
California companies. Most foreign governments require a Certi� cate of Free Sale, sometimes called 
a Certi� cate for Export or Certi� cate to Foreign Governments, when companies import products. The 
certi� cate is evidence that goods, such as food items and/or cosmetics, are legally sold or distributed 
in the open market, freely without restriction, and approved by the regulatory authorities in the country 
of origin (United States). The L.A. Area Chamber will issue a Certi� cate of Free Sale for products 
legally sold in the U.S. for California companies.

PUBLICATIONS
• Inside Global Trade e-Newsletter
• Global Initiative Year in Review
• World Trade: Your Roadmap to Success
• Annual World Trade Week InfoGuide

MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING
• American Chambers of Commerce – Chile, Peru 

and South Korea
• Nagoya Chamber of Commerce
• The Korea International Trade Association (KITA)
• Consejo Empresarial Mexicano de Comercio 

Exterior (COMCE)
• High Council of Chambers of Commerce of Spain 

(24 Chambers)
• Chungcheongnam Province – South Korea
• Incheon Metropolitan City - South Korea
• Federation of Thai Industries (FTI)
• Korean Importers Association (KOIMA)
• Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce
• Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce

PARTNERS
• World Bank Private Sector Liaison Of� cer
• Ex-Im Bank of the United States
• Port of Los Angeles
• Port of Long Beach
• Los Angeles World Airports
• California Chamber of Commerce
• Los Angeles District Export Council (DEC)
• Inland Empire District Export Council (CIEDEC)
• U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 

– Los Angeles District Of� ce
• U.S. Department of Commerce, International 

Trade Administration – Southern California 
District Of� ce

• U.S. Trade & Development Agency
• The Korean Importers Association

ADVISORY BOARDS
• U.S. Trade Representative’s (USTR) 

Intergovernmental Policy Advisory Committee 
(IGPAC) (2011-2015)

• U.S. Chamber of Commerce – International Trade 
Policy Committee

• State of California – International Advisory Board
• UCLA, Center for International Business 

Education and Research (CIBER) – Advisory 
Board (2012-2015)

• USC, Center for International Business 
Education and Research (CIBER) – Advisory 
Board (2012-2015)
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Carlos J. Valderrama, Senior Vice President for Global Initiatives
Carlos J. Valderrama is a seasoned, international business development 
executive with more than 20 years of experience in strategic planning, 
international marketing and market entry, multinational operations, import-
export transactions, mergers and acquisitions, client development and sales. 
With his expertise, Valderrama focuses on consulting for a wide range of 
industries including high technology, telecommunications, � nancial services, 
energy, automotive, textiles and construction. Former Trade Representative 
for California Governors, George Deukmejian and Pete Wilson, Valderrama 
managed programs promoting products and services worldwide. He worked 
closely with former L.A. mayors James Hahn and Antonio Villaraigosa and 
is currently working with Mayor Eric Garcetti in developing, organizing and 
implementing foreign trade missions and attracting foreign investment to 
the region. An active leader in California’s international trade community, 
Valderrama was recently appointed by Gov. Jerry Brown to the International 
Trade and Investment Advisory Council. He is also one the founders of 
the Los Angeles Regional Export Council (LARExC), an outcome of the 
Brookings Institution Metropolitan Policy Program. Valderrama is trilingual 
in English, Spanish and Portuguese.
 

Jasmin Sakai-Gonzalez, Director, Global Initiatives
Jasmin Sakai-Gonzalez oversees more than 30 annual international trade 
projects for the Global Initiatives Department at the L.A Area Chamber, 
working to advance global trade in the region and help local businesses 
build international relationships. She serves as liaison between foreign 
diplomats, trade organizations and key partners, including government 
and business agencies at the local, state and federal level. She attained 
a Thunderbird Executive Certi� cate in Global Marketing, received her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology from California Polytechnic University, 
Pomona and did postgraduate studies in education at the university. A 
graduate of the Southern California Leadership Network’s Leadership Los 
Angeles Class of 2011, Sakai-Gonzalez is � uent in German.

Michelle Dong, Coordinator, Global Initiatives
Michelle Dong coordinates logistics for department meetings and events. 
She handles the issuance of certi� cates of free sale and letters of delegation 
visit support. Dong received her bachelor’s degree in international business 
and East Asian area studies from the University of Southern California. She 
is � uent in Mandarin and familiar with Shanghainese. 

GLOBAL INITIATIVES MANAGEMENT

California State Trade Export Assistance Promotion (STEP) Program
The Chamber has been one of the recipients of the STEP Grant. The STEP 
program combines a network of state, federal, private and non-pro� t trade 
promotion organizations in California to facilitate export promotion activities, 
serving targeted industries, to drive exports for small businesses. STEP is 
funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration.

The Los Angeles Regional Export Council (LARExC)
The Los Angeles Regional Export Council (LARExC) was established following 
the recommendations of the Brookings Institution. Since 2010, Brookings 
has provided LARExC guidance and counsel to continue developing export 
and foreign investment initiatives to create regional employment. LARExC is 
a program of The Chamber Foundation, a nonpro� t, nonpartisan organization. 

LARExC is honored to be selected as the Secretariat for Southern California 
of the California-China Provinces Trade & Investment Working Group. The 
China provinces include Jiangsu, Inner Mongolia, Shanghai, Shandong, 
Guangdong and Chongqing. 

In 2013, California Governor Jerry Brown signed a memorandum of 
understanding in Beijing for China and California to form a Joint Working 
Group on trade and investment cooperation. The Joint Working Group is co-
chaired by the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China and the California Governor’s Of� ce of Business 
& Economic Development (GO-Biz).

The Joint Working Group convenes regularly to work and share experiences; 
exchange trade and investment information; promote key projects; hold an 
annual seminar on trade and investment cooperation; to expand business 
opportunities via trade missions and trade fairs; and promote strategic 
relations between cities in both China and California. 

World Bank Private Sector Liaison Of� cer 
Serving as the private sector liaison of� cer for the World Bank, the L.A. Area 
Chamber helps California companies compete for new businesses stemming 
from those contracts by coordinating activities with business intermediaries. 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMS


