
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy, Water & Environmental Sustainability Council 
November 20, 2015 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
 

1. Welcome and Self-Introductions  
 

2. Los Angeles Department of Water & Power, the state of California's water 
supply: Drought, Conservation and El Niño 

 
David Pettijohn, Director of Water Resources 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 

 
Q&A  

 
3. Cadiz Inc., Cadiz Valley Water Conservation, Recovery & Storage Project 
 

Scott Slater  
President & CEO, Cadiz Inc. 

 
Q&A  

 
4. Energy, Water & Environmental Sustainability Council 2016 Advocacy 

Agenda  
 

5. Announcements 
 
 

Next Meeting: 
Friday, January 15, 2016 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

Chair: Ron Gastelum, Water Conservation Partners 
Tom McHenry, Gibson Dunn 
George Minter, Southern California Gas Company  
Dennis Rodriguez, Siemens Corporation 
Brissa Sotelo-Vargas, Tesoro Refining 
 



 

 
         
 
 

 
David R. Pettijohn 

Director of Water Resources  
40TLos Angeles Department of Water & Power 

 
40TDavid R. Pettijohn is the Director of Water Resources for the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power.  With over 30 years of water utility experience, Mr. Pettijohn has 
management oversight for water resource activities including strategic planning, 
watershed management, conservation, water recycling policy, and local resource 
development, as well as inter-agency coordination activities and legislative affairs. 
 
40TMr. Pettijohn is a registered Civil Engineer in the State of California.  He currently 
serves on the Colorado River Board of California.  Mr. Pettijohn received his M.S. in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Arizona at Tucson.   



 

 
         
 
 

 
Scott S. Slater 

40TPresident and Chief Executive Officer 
40TCadiz, Inc. 

 
Scott S. Slater is the Company’s President and Chief Executive Officer, appointed to the 
role of President in April 2011 and CEO in February 2013. In addition, Mr. Slater has 
been a member of the Company’s Board of Directors since Febraury 2012. Mr. Slater is 
an accomplished negotiator and litigator and, in addition to his role at the Company, is a 
partner in Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, the nation’s leading water practice firm. For 
27 years, Mr. Slater’s practice has been limited to litigation and the negotiation of 
agreements related to the acquisition, distribution, and treatment of water. He has served 
as lead negotiator on a number of important water transactions, including the negotiation 
of the largest conservation-based water transfer in U.S. history on behalf of the San 
Diego County Water Authority. Mr. Slater is also the author of California Water Law and 
Policy, the state’s leading treatise on the subject, and has taught water law and policy 
courses at University of California, Santa Barbara, Pepperdine University, and the 
University of Western Australia, among others. 
 



 
 

 
Energy, Water & Environmental Sustainability Council 

2016 Advocacy Agenda 
 
The Energy, Water & Environmental Sustainability Council focuses on advancing cost-effective policies and 
programs that ensure reliable and affordable water and energy delivery, improve air quality, and promote 
economic growth in Los Angeles through the local development of technologies, businesses and jobs.  
 
Review cost impacts of and responsibly implement air quality regulations 
The Chamber will work with local, state and federal environmental agencies and the Chamber’s Transportation 
& Goods Movement Council to understand the availability, cost-effectiveness and feasibility of alternative fuels 
for commercial and personal vehicle use in order to help meet anticipated air quality standards in the region.  
 
Secure safe, reliable and affordable water supplies for Southern California 
The Chamber acknowledges that securing a safe, reliable and affordable water supply is critical to the 
continued success of Los Angeles’ economy. The Chamber supports the State’s Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
co-equal goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and restoring the Delta ecosystem by 
advocating for the implementation of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan. The Chamber will also identify feasible 
and cost-effective augmentations to imported water, such as remediation of the San Fernando Groundwater 
Basin, in order to secure the long-term water quality and supply of the region, taking into account existing 
infrastructure investments, and the LADWP and MWD shared objectives of maintaining its existing 
infrastructure and enhancing the diversity of the region’s water supply resources.  
 
Promote an affordable, reliable and diverse energy supply 
The Chamber recognizes that businesses must have an affordable and reliable energy supply for the regional 
economy to remain productive and competitive.  The Chamber will work with its members and policymakers 
to understand the options, feasibility and costs for investments in alternative energy supply, including the 
related infrastructure and operational costs of integrating alternatives into the existing power systems of 
LADWP and SCE. The Chamber will also support domestic energy production and the maintenance of the 
region’s existing energy systems and supplies, including the integrity and safety of our regional pipeline 
infrastructure.  
 
Strengthen Los Angeles’ position as a global leader of clean technology innovation 
California is a global leader of clean technology innovation and sustainable business practices.  The Chamber 
will advocate for economic strategies that will continue to help Los Angeles’ clean technology sector grow.  
This includes pursuing state and federal funding opportunities, streamlining government processes, and 
working in conjunction with organizations such as CleanTech LA, the LA CleanTech Incubator, PortTechLA and 
the Chamber’s Bixel Exchange to increase collaboration among the private, public and academic sectors.   
 
Modernize California’s Environmental Quality Act  
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) must be modernized to preserve the law’s original intent 
while preventing abuse for purposes unrelated to environmental protection.  The Chamber supports 
substantive improvements and will continue to engage in a statewide coalition effort advocating for a 
“standards approach,” which will integrate California’s strongest-in-the-nation environmental laws and 
planning documents into the CEQA process, streamline the project approval and challenge processes, and 
reduce the risk of lawsuits that abuse the intent of CEQA and delay development, jobs and economic recovery. 
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