
 

 

 
 
 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
Noon to 1:30 p.m. 

 
1. Welcome and self introductions 

 
2. 4 Projects That Will Change Los Angeles 

 
Farmers Field  
Presented by Tim Leiweke, President & CEO, AEG 
 
NBCUniversal Evolution Plan 
Presented by Tom Smith, Senior Vice President West Coast Real Estate, NBCUniversal 
 
Hanjin Wilshire Grand  
Presented by Ayahlushim Getachew, Senior Vice President, Thomas Properties Group 
 
Jordan Downs  
Presented by Rudolf Montiel, President & CEO, Housing Authority of Los Angeles 
 

3. Panel discussion  
Moderated by Gary Toebben, President & CEO, L.A. Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

4. Action Items 

 Land Use and Mobility Policy Council Agenda 

 CEQA Reform 
 

5. Information Items and Updates 

 Hanjin Wilshire Grand Support  

 NBCUniversal Evolution Plan Support  

 Access Sacramento 

 AQMP Update 
 
 

Lunch Sponsored By: 

 
 



 

 
         
 
  

  
 

TIMOTHY J. LEIWEKE 
President & CEO 

 

 
One of today’s true leaders in the professional sports and entertainment industry, 
Timothy J. Leiweke serves as President & CEO of AEG, a collection of companies 
owned or operated by the organization considered to be one of the world’s leading 
presenters of sports and entertainment programming. 
 
Now in his fifteenth year with AEG, and recently selected by the L.A. Times as one of the 
100 most influential people in southern California and by the Sports Business Journal as 
Sports Executive of the Year, Leiweke has acquired or merged more than 50 divisions 
and companies whose alliances create a global live entertainment organization capable 
of developing, producing, promoting, marketing and managing sports and entertainment 
programming in both facilities owned and operated by AEG as well as other venues.  
AEG divisions such as AEG Live, devoted to all aspects of creating, producing and 
promoting live entertainment, AEG Facilities, developers and operators of more than 100 
of the world’s preeminent  venues such as STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, CA), The 
Home Depot Center (Carson, CA), Sprint Center (Kansas City, MO), The Rose Garden 
(Portland, OR), Colosseum at Casears Palace (Las Vegas, NV), The Joint (Las Vegas, 
NV), Target Center (Minneapolis, MN), Citizen’s Business Bank Arena (Ontario, CA), 
Nokia Theatre L.A. LIVE, Best Buy Theater (Times Square, NY), Acer Arena (Sydney, 
AU), Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam), Ericsson Globe (Stockholm),  Wukesong Arena (Beijing), 
Mercedes-Benz Arena (Shanghai), O2 World Hamburg, O2 World (Berlin) and The O2, a 
28-acre development located in the eastern part of London which includes a 20,000 seat 
arena (deemed the world’s top music venue by Pollstar magazine) and over 650,000sf of 
leisure and entertainment use; AEG Merchandising, AEG Global Partnerships, AEG 
Sports and AEG Real Estate operate under his direction. 
 
As President of STAPLES Center, twice recipient of Pollstar’s “Arena of the Year” award, 
Leiweke was responsible for the overall development of the downtown showplace for 
major events and performances.  Built under his direction in a record 18 months, 
STAPLES Center is home to four professional sports franchises – the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Los Angeles Kings, Los Angeles Clippers and Los Angeles Sparks – the most 
prestigious concerts and shows including Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band (who 
played the arena’s first ever public event on October 17, 1999), the Eagles, Bon Jovi, 
U2, Paul McCartney, The Rolling Stones, Fleetwood Mac, Justin Timberlake, Christina 
Aguilera, Prince, Usher, Kenny Chesney, Taylor Swift, Lady GaGa, the Black Eyed 
Peas, The Police and Rod Stewart.  Leiweke played a major role in bring events to Los 
Angeles and STAPLES Center such as the 2000 Democratic National Convention, the 
2009 ISU World Figure Skating Championships, the 2002 NHL All-Star Game, the 2004 
NBA All-Star Game, ten of the last eleven Annual Grammy Awards shows and recurring 
events such as the Pac 10 Mens Basketball Championships and the X Games. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leiweke guided the creation of The Home Depot Center, built on the campus of 
California State University Dominguez Hills in Carson, California.  The $150 million 
development (the largest-ever private investment in amateur athletics) which has been 
designated an official U.S. Olympic Training Site, is southern California’s home of world-
class competition and training faculties.  The 85-acre development features a 13,000-
seat stadium for tennis, boxing, concerts and other events, a 27,000-seat stadium for 
soccer and outdoor concerts, a facility for track & field and a 2,450-seat indoor 
Velodrome for track cycling and the home of the MLS Los Angeles Galaxy and Chivas 
USA teams as well as the USTA’s High Performance Training Center, US Soccer 
Federation’s team training and Athletes’ Performance training center. 
 
Leiweke now turns his attention to overseeing the overall management of L.A. LIVE, the 
AEG-developed four million square foot / $2.5 billion downtown Los Angeles sports, 
residential and entertainment district adjacent to STAPLES Center and the Los Angeles 
Convention Center featuring Club Nokia, a 2,300 capacity live music venue, Nokia 
Theatre L.A. LIVE, a 7,100-seat live theatre, a 54-story, 1001-room convention 
“headquarters” destination (featuring The Ritz Carlton and JW Marriott hotels and 224 
luxury condominiums – The Ritz Carlton Residences at L.A. LIVE – all in a single tower) 
, Regal Cinemas L.A. LIVE Stadium 14 theatre, nineteen world-class restaurants, clubs 
and lounges, “broadcast” facilities for ESPN along with entertainment, residential, 
restaurant and office space. The nation’s most active ‘live content and event district,’ 
L.A. LIVE showcases more events, award shows, sporting competitions and concerts 
than any other destination in the world. 
 
In addition to the Los Angeles Kings and Major League Soccer’s Los Angeles Galaxy, 
AEG Sports shares ownership of additional professional sports franchises such as the 
Houston Dynamo (MLS),  the Manchester (New Hampshire) Monarchs (AHL), the 
Reading Royals (ECHL), and two professional ice hockey teams in Europe – the Berlin 
Eisbarons and Hamburg Freesers in addition to directing the operations of events such 
as the Amgen Tour of California cycling road race and the Bay to Breakers foot race 
(San Francisco).  Leiweke also serves on the Los Angeles Lakers Board of Directors 
representing private ownership shares of the Los Angeles Lakers organization. 
 
Leiweke initiated the formation and direction of the Kings Care Foundation, which was 
awarded the 1999 Pro Team Community Award given annually to the franchise that 
demonstrates the most effective humanitarian community program in all of professional 
sports, including the NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB and MLS.  In the last eleven years, the Kings 
Care Foundation, STAPLES Center Foundation, The Home Depot Foundation and AEG 
have provided more than $65 million in support to local foundations, non-profit 
organizations, community organizations and charitable initiatives. 
 
Leiweke enjoyed an impressive history of success and experience in sports.  Before 
moving to Los Angeles to join the Kings in 1996, he served as president and CEO for 
U.S. Skiing, after four seasons as President of the Denver Nuggets (1991-95).  While in  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Denver, he helped negotiate the relocation of the Quebec Nordiques to Colorado while 
guiding the initial development and design of the Pepsi Center.   

 
The first employee hired by the Minnesota Timberwolves in 1988, Leiweke served as 
Vice President for the NBA franchise for four seasons and helped the club to an NBA 
attendance record by averaging 26,160 per game in their first season.  He also handled 
naming rights, marketing and sales for all events at the Target Center. 
 
A native of St. Louis, Leiweke’s career in sports administration began in 1979 as the 
assistant general manager for the Major Indoor Soccer League’s St. Louis Steamers.  A 
year later, he became the youngest (24) general manager in pro sports by assuming that 
post with the MISL’s Baltimore Blast.  In 1981-82, he became Vice President and 
General Manager of the Kansas City Comets, and later became its President in 1986. 
 
Along with his wife, Bernadette, Leiweke has spent an enormous amount of time and 
effort dedicated to numerous charitable causes within each of the local communities they 
have resided.  As a tribute to his commitment to Los Angeles and local charitable 
organizations, he has been honored by such organizations as City of Hope with the 
Spirit of Life Award (which raised nearly $9 million in Leiweke’s name in January, 2010), 
Asia Society Southern California with their 2009 Global Corporate Leadership Award, 
Para Los Niños, the Anti-Defamation League as recipient of their 2007 Humanitarian 
Award, the Neil Bogart Memorial Fund with their 2003 Children’s Choice Award, as 
Father of the Year by the American Diabetes Association, the Greater Los Angeles 
African American Chamber of Commerce, as a Treasure of Los Angeles by the Central 
City Association, Special Olympics of Southern California, Los Angeles Conservation 
Corps, the Sheriff’s Youth Foundation with their Champion for Youth Award, 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, the Latin Business Association, the Korean American 
Federation, the Muscular Dystrophy Association as their Man of the Year, the Los 
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce as their Distinguished Man of the Year, by the L.A. 
Headquarters Association with their Spirit of Los Angeles Award and as the recipient of 
the Los Angeles Conven-tion and Visitor’s Bureau’s Los Amigos de Los Angeles Award.  
Leiweke is currently serving as a member of the Board of Trustees for Para Los Niños, 
as a member of the Board of Directors of A Better L.A. and as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce and has recently been appointed to 
Chair the Rainbow/PUSH Entertainment Project and serves as a member of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles’ Board of Trustees.  
 

Tim and his wife Bernadette reside in Brentwood, California and have a daughter 
Francesca. 

 

 



 

 
         
 
  

  
  

Tom Smith 
NBCUniversal 

 
Tom Smith is NBCUniversal’s Senior Vice President in charge of leading the company’s 
West Coast Real Estate Group.  Tom’s responsibilities include managing and overseeing all 
aspects of the Universal City Evolution Plan, a comprehensive 20-year blueprint for future 
development of the 391-acre Universal City property which is home to Universal Studios – 
the world’s largest working studio – as well as CityWalk and Universal Studios Hollywood 
Theme Park, Los Angeles’ leading tourism destination. 
 
In addition to managing the development entitlements for the Evolution Plan, Tom and his 
team support NBCUniversal’s existing core business operations at Universal City – which 
currently generate more than 10,000 full and part-time jobs -- in matters regarding land use, 
planning and permitting. Additionally, Tom is responsible for land use issues related to 
NBCUniversal’s 35-acre Burbank Studio. 
 
Tom has more than 30 years of design, project management, real estate and construction-
related experience in a variety of industries and geographic locations. Prior to joining 
NBCUniversal, Tom was a Program Manager with a GE Corporate Project Services group, 
providing project management for design and construction of facilities to support the broad 
spectrum of global GE businesses. He has planned and executed logistically complex 
projects for GE in the US, Mexico, Belgium and Germany, working with real estate brokers, 
architects, engineering and construction firms from each country. 
 
Tom is a graduate of the University of Cincinnati with a Bachelors Degree in Nuclear 
Engineering and a Masters Degree in Industrial Engineering. 
 
Tom relocated to Los Angeles in 2004 specifically to lead the NBCUniversal West Coast 
Real Estate team.  He and his wife Tammy live in La Canada-Flintridge.  
 
Tom currently serves on the:   

• Central City Association Housing Production Committee and Chair of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Development reform 

• Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation Board of Governors and 
LAEDC’s Land Use Committee 

• Burbank Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee and Board Chairman 
 
 



Letter Writing Information 
In Support of NBCUniversal’s Evolution Plan 

 
Thank you for taking a moment to let City and County officials hear from you and for supporting the 
NBCUniversal Evolution Plan.  
 
PLEASE ADDRESS ONE LETTER EACH TO: 
 
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky 
County Supervisor, Third District 
821 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Hon. Tom LaBonge 
City Councilmember, Fourth District 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA   90012 
 
AND PLEASE COPY THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS:  
Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa 
Mr. Jon Foreman, Senior City Planner 
Mr. Samuel Dea, Supervising Regional Planner 
Blind cc:  Maria Sandoval, Greer | Dailey 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION : 
 

Name To send via E-mail To send via Fax 
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky zev@bos.lacounty.gov (213) 625-7360 
Hon. Tom LaBonge councilmember.Labonge@lacity.org (213) 624-7810 
Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa mayor@lacity.org (213) 978-0650 
Jon Foreman jon.foreman@lacity.org (213) 978-6566 
Samuel Dea sdea@planning.lacounty.gov (213) 626-0434 
Maria Sandoval maria@greerdailey.com (213) 615-1625 

 
 
 PROJECT FACTS: 
 
The Project: 
 
The NBCUniversal Evolution Plan sets forth the framework to guide development of NBC Universal’s 
approximately 391-acre site with portions located in both the City and unincorporated County of Los Angeles. 
The project will upgrade and improve NBC Universal’s studio production and post production facilities, add 
new media-related office space, enhance CityWalk and the Universal Studios Hollywood theme park and create 
a new residential neighborhood which would include 35 acres of new open space. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PROJECT FACTS (CONTINUED): 
 
Economic Investment: 
 

• The Evolution Plan is a $3 billion long-term private investment in Los Angeles and the entertainment 
industry 

• It is projected to create a total of 43,000 jobs through its buildout  
o 31,000 construction jobs 
o 12,000 permanent full and part-time jobs through operation 

• It is projected to generate $2 billion in new economic activity and $26 million annually in new 
revenues to the City and County 

 
Land Use: 
 

• New residential housing that is close to public transportation 
• Infill development close to an established business district and jobs 
• 35 acres of new open space that will include parks and trails 

 
Entertainment Tourism: 
 

• New soundstages and post-production facilities will keep Universal the largest working studio in the 
world 

• Construction of new media-related office space to accommodate computer-generated 
production/effects 

• Upgrades and changes to the theme park in order to continue to attract tourists  
• Flexibility to make changes to CityWalk to accommodate market needs 

 
Traffic Improvements / Transportation Investment 
 

• Housing connected to transit provides an opportunity to change the way people live and commute to 
work 

• A new shuttle system will be provided to the Universal City MTA station, nearby studios and other 
employment hubs in Burbank, Hollywood and West Hollywood 

• Extensive Transportation Demand Management Plan that includes incentives to get employees and 
residents out of their cars 

• Transportation and transit improvements estimated at $100 million 
• The project will bring improvement to 139 intersections through physical widening, signal phasing, 

signal upgrades and/or corridor improvements 
• A new north/south road through Universal’s property will provide direct access to the 101 freeway and 

serve as an alternative to Barham Boulevard 
 
Public Services 
 

• A new larger sheriff station at CityWalk 
• Expanded County fire station on site and new fire safety equipment 
• Investment in new City fire safety services and equipment 
• New investment in the library system 

 
 

For more information on the NBCUniversal Evolution Plan, visit www.nbcuniversalevolution.com 



 

 
         
 
  

  
  

 
 
 

Ayahlushim Getachew 
Thomas Properties Group 

 
 
Ayahlushim Getachew is Senior Vice President at Thomas Properties Group 
(TPG). In this capacity, Ms. Getachew, who joined TPG in May, 2006, is 
responsible for leading TPG’s efforts in advising NBC Universal on the 
“Evolution” masterplan and backlot residential development, as well as for TPG’s 
proposed development of the Metro/Universal station, a 1.4 million square foot 
Class A office development and the redevelopment of the Wilshire Grand Hotel 
and Office complex. Previously, Ms. Getachew was a partner and managing 
member of Kensington Holdings, a boutique real estate development company 
located in Los Angeles, California. Prior to her tenure at Kensington Holdings, 
Ms. Getachew served as the Regional Administrator overseeing the Downtown 
Los Angeles region for the City of Los Angeles’ Community Redevelopment 
Agency. This region encompassed approximately 5,600 acres and entailed a 
new City Center Project Area, the Bunker Hill Urban Renewal Project Area, the 
amended Central Business District Redevelopment Project Area, the Little Tokyo 
Redevelopment Project area, the Central Industrial Project Area, the Chinatown 
Project Area as well as the entirety of the Council District 9 Project Area. Ms. 
Getachew began her work at the Los Angeles Community Redevelopment 
Agency in 1990. Prior to that, she served as Chief Planning Deputy for City 
Councilman Robert Farrell. Ms. Getachew received her Bachelor of Science from 
Pomona College in Claremont, California. 



 

 
         
 
  

  

Rudolf C. Montiel, PE 
HACLA President and CEO 

 
Mr. Rudolf Montiel is President and CEO of the Housing Authority of the City of Los 
Angeles (HACLA). Appointed to the position in November 2004, his leadership has been 
instrumental in the financial and programmatic turnaround of the agency. Moreover, he 
has transformed the organization, on the brink of federal receivership in 2004, to a 
“High” performing agency, achieving HUD’s “high performer” designations in both Public 
Housing and Section 8, simultaneously, for the first time in the history of HACLA. For 
these accomplishments Hispanic Business Magazine recognized Mr. Montiel as one of 
the "100 Most Influential Hispanics" in the nation in 2010.  
  
In partnership with the City of Los Angeles and through Mr. Montiel’s visionary 
leadership, HACLA has put in motion a billion dollar, one hundred acre redevelopment 
effort at the Jordan Downs public housing site in Watts. Over the next five years, a 
blighted development will be transformed into a vibrant urban village; 700 public housing 
units will be replaced with 1,800 mixed- income environmentally sustainable units, 
serving market, workforce and public housing clients; LEED certified neighborhood 
designation is being pursued; a neighborhood serving retail amenities will be integrated. 
Jordan High School, one of the lowest performing high schools in the LAUSD system, 
will also be redeveloped as part of the project. The Jordan Downs redevelopment 
initiative is the first of 14 large sites to be transformed over the next 20 years in Los 
Angeles.  
  
A highly effective public sector CEO with strong private sector experience, Mr. Montiel 
and the HACLA management team he assembled, lead a cadre of 1,000 dedicated 
employees, administering one of the largest housing authorities in the nation. HACLA 
operates on a yearly budget in excess of $1 billion. It owns, develops and manages 
9,000 housing units and administers Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) subsidy 
programs for another 52,000 households in the city of Los Angeles and 42,000 (PBCA) 
vouchers in ten Southern California counties. HACLA’s growth has led to significant 
innovations in serving the homeless population in Los Angeles. During his tenure, 
HACLA has partnered with City family agencies to create 1,000 new supportive housing 
units in four years.  
  
Before joining HACLA, Mr. Montiel successfully led the Housing Authority of the City of 
El Paso (HACEP) for three years, enabling HACEP to achieve the highest scores in the 
nation for Public Housing and Section 8 management. During his tenure in El Paso, 
HACEP “made money” every year, increased reserves by 21% and added nearly 1,000 
units to the portfolio.  
  
Mr. Montiel’s strong private sector experience includes engagements with such Fortune 
500 companies as General Motors, Delphi, and the I.T. Group/Shaw Companies. While 



 

at General Motors, he was involved in the development, 
construction and start up of over 30 manufacturing, R&D, and 
office/distribution facilities in the U.S., Mexico, Argentina  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and Brazil. Mr. Montiel has broad international trade, product start-up, merger and 
acquisition, manufacturing and real estate development experience.  
  
The Hispanic Engineers National Awards Corporation named Mr. Montiel the Most 
Promising Engineer for 1994. He holds Bachelors and Masters degrees in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Texas at El Paso and is a licensed professional 
engineer. In 2009, Mr. Montiel completed Harvard Kennedy School of Government’s 
Executive Program for State and Local Government Leaders.  
  
Active in the community and professional organizations, Mr. Montiel currently holds 
positions on the Board of Directors of the Council of Large Housing Authorities 
(Treasurer), Housing Authority Insurance Group (Finance and Legislative Committees), 
Los Angeles Economic Development Council, University of Southern California ROSS 
Minority Real Estate Development program and the Great Minds in STEM (Chair – 
Finance and Audit Committee).  

Mr. Montiel and his wife have two sons. 

 



	  

	  
	  

Land	  Use	  &	  Mobility	  Council	  
2011	  Draft	  Policy	  Agenda	  

	  
The	  Land	  Use	  &	  Mobility	  Council	  advocates	  for	  policies	  and	  programs	  that	  create	  sustainable,	  
economically	  robust	  communities	  through	  smart	  growth	  planning,	  public-‐private	  partnerships,	  and	  
investment	  in	  congestion	  relief	  solutions.	  	  This	  also	  includes	  a	  special	  focus	  on	  building	  more	  workforce	  
housing,	  reforming	  the	  city’s	  planning	  and	  permitting	  process,	  strengthening	  our	  public	  transportation	  
system	  and	  addressing	  L.A.	  county’s	  homelessness	  crisis.	  
	  
Support	  Effective	  Mobility	  and	  Safety	  Improvements	  to	  Spur	  Economic	  Growth	  &	  Improve	  Quality	  of	  Life	  
The	  Los	  Angeles	  region’s	  network	  of	  roads,	  transit	  lines,	  goods	  movement	  corridors,	  and	  ports	  of	  entry	  
provide	  the	  mobility	  and	  accessibility	  foundation	  that	  supports	  hundreds	  of	  thousands	  of	  jobs	  in	  our	  
area.	  	  The	  Chamber	  supports	  adequate	  funding	  for	  and	  implementation	  of	  effective	  infrastructure	  
investments	  and	  operational	  improvements	  to	  maintain	  and	  improve	  road,	  transit,	  and	  goods	  
movement	  mobility	  and	  safety	  within	  the	  region.	  	  Expanding	  and	  improving	  our	  multi-‐modal	  
transportation	  system	  will	  reduce	  congestion,	  create	  jobs,	  save	  lives,	  and	  improve	  our	  quality	  of	  life	  and	  
environment.	  
	  
Advocate	  for	  Smart	  Growth	  Transportation	  Policies	  	  
Transportation	  planning	  is	  a	  powerful	  tool	  to	  develop	  21st	  century	  sustainable	  communities	  and	  enable	  
economic	  development.	  	  The	  Chamber	  supports	  transportation	  policies	  at	  the	  City	  and	  County	  and	  
federal	  level	  to	  increase	  mobility	  and	  relieve	  congestion	  and	  promote	  alternative	  commute	  options.	  	  The	  
Chamber	  will	  also	  work	  with	  state	  and	  local	  officials	  to	  ensure	  that	  California	  responsibly	  implements	  SB	  
375,	  the	  2008	  law	  designed	  to	  integrate	  local	  land	  use	  and	  transportation	  planning.	  	  
	  
Lobby	  for	  L.A.	  County’s	  30/10	  Transportation	  Plan	  
Los	  Angeles	  is	  one	  of	  the	  nation’s	  most	  congested	  regions.	  	  Traffic	  hurts	  our	  economic	  productivity,	  
environment	  and	  quality	  of	  life.	  	  The	  Chamber	  has	  partnered	  with	  fellow	  stakeholders	  to	  build	  thirty	  
years	  of	  planned	  transportation	  projects	  within	  the	  next	  decade.	  	  This	  innovative	  public-‐private	  
financing	  effort	  will	  leverage	  $40	  billion	  in	  local	  tax	  revenue	  in	  partnership	  with	  the	  federal	  government.	  	  
This	  locally-‐funded	  investment	  is	  already	  being	  considered	  as	  a	  new	  national	  model	  for	  infrastructure.	  	  	  
If	  successful,	  30/10	  and	  the	  Accelerated	  Highway	  Program will	  generate	  thousands	  of	  jobs	  and	  make	  it	  
easier	  to	  travel	  throughout	  our	  region.	  
	  
Advocate	  for	  Alternative	  Transportation	  Financing	  
With	  both	  the	  federal	  and	  state	  budgets	  strapped	  for	  funding,	  it	  is	  imperative	  cities	  and	  counties	  be	  
allowed	  to	  explore	  creative	  and	  alternative	  initiatives	  to	  fund	  necessary	  infrastructure	  projects.	  The	  
Chamber	  urges	  the	  City	  and	  County	  to	  evaluate	  and	  utilize	  private	  sector	  investment	  in	  transportation	  
infrastructure	  and	  operations	  through	  the	  full	  range	  of	  possible	  public-‐private	  partnerships.	  	  The	  
Chamber	  will	  work	  with	  the	  City	  and	  County	  to	  develop	  policies	  for	  evaluating	  PPP	  opportunities	  and	  
ensuring	  they	  provide	  public	  benefits	  and	  are	  structured	  for	  accountability	  and	  results.	  
	  
End	  Chronic	  Homelessness	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  
The	  Chamber	  and	  the	  United	  Way	  of	  Greater	  L.A.	  launched	  the	  Home	  for	  Good	  plan	  to	  end	  chronic	  and	  
veteran	  homelessness	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  within	  5	  years.	  	  Based	  on	  successful	  best	  practices	  from	  other	  
major	  cities,	  the	  plan	  has	  been	  enthusiastically	  embraced	  by	  City	  and	  County	  leaders.	  	  In	  2011,	  the	  



	  

Chamber	  will	  begin	  the	  implementation	  phase	  of	  the	  plan	  which	  includes	  ensuring	  better	  resource	  
coordination	  between	  all	  levels	  of	  government,	  incentivizing	  the	  construction	  of	  permanent	  supportive	  
housing	  throughout	  the	  region,	  and	  advocating	  for	  improvements	  to	  federal	  funding	  formulas	  for	  
homelessness	  services.	  
	  
Improve	  the	  California	  Environmental	  Quality	  ACT	  (CEQA)	  
CEQA	  is	  an	  important	  tool	  to	  preserve	  our	  environment	  and	  protect	  natural	  habitats.	  	  	  Unfortunately,	  
the	  40	  year	  old	  law	  has	  also	  become	  a	  litigation	  tool	  to	  stop	  worthy	  projects	  for	  reasons	  wholly	  
unrelated	  to	  environmental	  protection.	  	  The	  Chamber	  advocates	  for	  CEQA	  improvements	  that	  will	  limit	  
frivolous	  lawsuits	  and	  ensure	  that	  only	  legitimate	  CEQA	  appeals	  are	  allowed	  to	  move	  forward	  in	  the	  
courts.	  	  This	  will	  help	  put	  people	  back	  to	  work,	  reduce	  the	  strain	  on	  our	  courts	  and	  preserve	  CEQA’s	  
original	  intent.	  
	  
Implement	  L.A.	  City	  Development	  Reform	  
The	  Mayor’s	  Office	  of	  Economic	  and	  Business	  Policy	  Development	  Reform	  Initiative	  aims	  to	  rebuild	  the	  
city’s	  broken	  planning	  and	  development	  process	  from	  the	  ground	  up.	  	  The	  Chamber	  is	  part	  of	  the	  
Mayor’s	  task	  force	  and	  will	  work	  with	  city	  officials	  to	  streamline	  our	  development	  processes	  once	  the	  
final	  recommendations	  are	  released.	  Economic	  growth	  will	  accelerate	  recovery	  by	  increasing	  jobs,	  
revenues	  and	  private	  investment	  to	  the	  City.	  



 

 

 
 

CEQA Strengthening Recommendations 

The California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") was originally intended to protect the environment and ensure 
smarter development.  While CEQA has resulted in many positive gains, the law has increasingly been abused to 
delay projects for reasons wholly unrelated to environmental protection.  The CEQA process has also become so 
expensive, time consuming and redundant that it has become a barrier to smart development and even 
environmental mitigation.  

With California’s poor business climate, urgent need to create jobs and strained government budgets, this year is 
an excellent opportunity to make CEQA work again.  Below are three targeted recommendations to improve CEQA 
while protecting its original intent. 

 

Stop CEQA Lawsuit Abuse for Non-Environmental Purposes 

Background 

California’s Private Attorney General Statute (CCP - Section 1021.5) allows a court to award attorney's fees to a 
member of the public that successfully sues to enforce an important right affecting the public interest.  Some 
CEQA challengers use Section 1021.5 as a method to force settlement of CEQA challenges before trial for reasons 
wholly unrelated to the environment.   

Problem 

CEQA challengers do not have to establish that they meet the criteria of Section 1021.5 at the outset of litigation.  
This means that they can claim the private attorney general right as a tool to shakedown and/or delay a project 
whether motivated by financial self-interest, competition or simply an interest to stopping a project under any 
circumstances.  Defendants who face these “shakedowns” often settle out of court to avoid the time and cost of 
litigation.  Since these lawsuits are unrelated to protecting the environment, the public interest is not served.   
Instead, the defendants, government agencies and our court system are burdened with unnecessary CEQA 
challenges.  The process, therefore, is ripe for abuse.  It has even created its own mini-industry of attorneys, 
“experts” and plaintiffs that make a living off of suing projects under CEQA for non-environmental purposes.  

Solutions 

Requiring a challenger to establish at the outset of litigation that they meet the standards of Section 1021.5 will 
dissuade self interested parties from filing frivolous CEQA challenges.  The CEQA statutes can be amended to add 
a provision requiring that any action to attack, review, set aside, annul or void of a CEQA compliance document 
must be accompanied by the motion required by Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5.   If a motion does not 
accompany the complaint, a right to recover attorney's fees pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 1021.5 shall be 
forever waived.  If a motion does accompany the complaint, the court shall first decide the motion before 
proceeding with any other portion of the litigation. 

Additionally, challengers motivated by self interest may be dissuaded from filing a challenge if respondent public 
agencies in CEQA litigation are also allowed to recover their attorney's fees.  A public agency’s defense of a CEQA 
challenge can be very expensive, even when the public agency is not the Real Party in Interest.  During this time of 
budgetary constraints, defending frivolous litigation is a cost that public agencies and the taxpayers should not 



 

 

shoulder.  The risk of having to pay attorney's fees to a public agency is will also help deter challenges motivated 
by self interest.  Both of these provisions should be crafted to exclude situations where a public agency challenges 
another public agency as well as to protect legitimate environmental interests. 

 

Fix the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) “Fair Argument” Threshold 

 
Background 
 
Under CEQA, projects require either a full Environment Impact Report (EIR) or Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) depending upon their potential impacts.  EIRs are required when a project will have a significant 
environmental impact that cannot be mitigated to a level of “less than significant”.  MNDs are required when a 
project may have a significant environmental impact but those impacts are reduced to a level of “less than 
significant” as a result of mitigation measures or changes to the project’s nature.  While a MND analysis can be just 
as extensive as an EIR, the MND does not require an “alternative project analysis” precisely because the MND 
supports a conclusion that the project's potential impacts have been reduced to that level of “less than 
significant.”   
 
Problem 
 
When reviewing a MND, CEQA case law provides that a court must assess if evidence in the record supports a “fair 
argument” that a project may have a significant effect on the environment.  “Fair argument” is not a high 
threshold.  It can be a simple dispute between two expert opinions.  Courts often side with the challenger because 
the fair argument threshold is so low that it cannot be avoided.  Contrast this with an EIR where a court defers to 
the finding of a local agency and can only assess an EIR challenge if “substantial evidence” exists in the record that 
the local agency abused its discretion or violated the law. 
 
Even though MNDs were designed specifically for projects that don’t have impacts warranting a full EIR, projects 
are often forced to prepare a full EIR or alternative project analysis as a form of insurance against the wobbly “fair 
argument” standard.  Not only does this defeat the purpose of MNDs, it adds significant and unnecessary costs for 
project owners.  Furthermore, it also costs government and the courts in staff time, resources and budget to 
review these unnecessary portions of the document. 
 
Solution 
 
Legislatively update the “fair argument” threshold for MNDs so that when an MND's conclusions are supported 
by expert opinion (whether a third party consultant or the local agency's own experts), judicial review should be 
limited to whether or not the local agency abused its discretion or violated the law.   
 

 

Legislatively Exempt Qualifying SB 375 Projects from Redundant CEQA Review 
 

One of CEQA’s major successes is that is has been a catalyst for standardized environmental requirements and 
mitigation measure.  SB 375 – “Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008” - is an example.  SB 
375 is also an opportunity to streamline unnecessary regulatory hurdles rather than create an entirely new layer of 
unnecessary, redundant regulatory burdens. 

 
Problem 
 
SB 375 includes a “streamlined” CEQA process for certain projects, but it contains numerous criteria and 
exceptions that fail to incentivize efficient development of SB 375 projects. 
 
Proposed Solution 
 
Under SB 375, exempt projects from CEQA review that are deemed consistent with the implemented 
Sustainable Communities Strategies (SCS) in Regional Transportation Plans (RTP).  The CEQA requirement should 



 

 

be satisfied a developer complies with the environmental programs or standards mandated by the local or 
regional agency “in charge.”  No duplicate analysis should be required.   
 
CEQA review is already satisfied by the RTP, including the SCS.  Both will be prepared by Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPO) and will include detailed transportation and land use plans to reduce GHG.  Importantly, the 
RTP will undergo full CEQA review, with a special emphasis on air quality, greenhouse gas emissions and 
transportation.  Thus, SB 375 projects can be approved and reduced GHG can be achieved more quickly, without 
sacrificing the important environmental goals of CEQA. 
 
Under SB 375, local jurisdictions will need to consider the transportation and land use plans in the RTP/SCS, at a 
minimum, through their Regional Housing Needs Assessment, again undergoing full CEQA review.  Thus, if an SB 
375 project is consistent with the RTP and the local planning laws (with the RTP/SCS incorporated), such a project 
will have already been scrutinized with two levels of CEQA review.  No further CEQA review should be needed. 

 
 

 
 
 
The recommendations above were prepared by the L.A. Area Chamber of Commerce’s CEQA 
Improvement Task Force.   For more information, please contact Gary Toebben, President & 
CEO, or Samuel Garrison, Vice President of Public Policy, at 213.580.7500 or 
sgarrison@lachamber.com 
 

mailto:sgarrison@lachamber.com


ACCESS

SACRAMENTO
March 22 -23, 2011

Join Los Angeles Area business and civic leaders on the 
L.A. Area Chamber’s annual advocacy trip to Sacramento

SCHEDULE

Tuesday, March 22
 7 – 9 p.m.                                 
               

Wednesday, March 23
7:30 - 9 a.m. 
    

10 a.m. - Noon  
                     

12:15 – 1:45 p.m.                 

2 – 4 p.m.                              

THAnk yoU To oUr SponSorS

TiTLE GoLD

 

SiLvEr
AT&T

BNSF Railway

Cedars-Sinai Health System

Chevron Corporation

Mercury Air Group

Port of Los Angeles

Verizon 

Welcome Dinner with Legislators
Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel  

Breakfast program with 
Panel Discussion
Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel 

Advocacy Meetings                            
State Capitol

Delegation Lunch with Keynote Address               

Advocacy Meetings                            
State Capitol

Early-bird registration is $175. After Feb. 25, registration will be $225. Fee includes briefing 
materials, meeting arrangements and organized meal functions. ACCESS Sacramento is 
open to members of the L.A. Area Chamber and special guests. Space is limited.
 
For more information, contact Jessica Duboff, 213.580.7558 or jduboff@lachamber.com.

RSVP at lachamber.com/accesssacramento.



Dear	  ___________:	  

We	  are	  writing	  to	  express	  our	  strong	  support	  for	  the	  proposed	  redevelopment	  of	  the	  Wilshire	  Grand	  
property	  located	  at	  the	  corner	  of	  Wilshire	  and	  Figueroa	  in	  downtown	  Los	  Angeles.	  	  Hanjin	  Corporation	  
proposes	  to	  invest	  one	  billion	  dollars	  to	  redevelop	  the	  property	  to	  create	  a	  new	  four	  star	  hotel,	  together	  
with	  the	  first	  major	  new	  office	  building	  downtown	  in	  more	  than	  twenty	  years.	  	  This	  investment	  will	  
create	  thousands	  of	  good	  jobs,	  both	  during	  construction	  and	  after	  the	  new	  development	  is	  completed.	  	  
This	  is	  precisely	  the	  kind	  of	  new	  development	  that	  we	  need	  during	  this	  economic	  downturn.	  	  The	  City	  of	  
Los	  Angeles	  needs	  to	  take	  the	  steps	  necessary	  to	  help	  bring	  this	  project	  to	  fruition.,	  including	  approval	  of	  
the	  project	  EIR,	  subdivision	  map,	  transfer	  of	  floor	  area	  rights,	  and	  transient	  occupancy	  tax	  subvention.	  	  

	  

Dear	  _________________:	  

We	  wish	  to	  encourage	  the	  City	  of	  Los	  Angeles	  to	  work	  with	  developers	  Hanjin	  International	  Corporation	  
and	  Thomas	  Properties	  Group	  to	  make	  possible	  the	  redevelopment	  of	  the	  Wilshire	  Grand	  project	  in	  
downtown	  Los	  Angeles.	  	  This	  project	  will	  have	  major	  economic	  benefits	  for	  our	  community,	  including	  
creation	  of	  thousands	  of	  new	  jobs,	  new	  tax	  revenues	  for	  the	  City,	  and	  new	  high	  quality	  hotel	  rooms	  to	  
support	  the	  Los	  Angeles	  Convention	  Center.	  	  Especially	  in	  these	  times	  of	  high	  unemployment	  and	  a	  
struggling	  economy,	  the	  City	  needs	  to	  take	  the	  steps	  necessary	  to	  support	  and	  encourage	  the	  billion	  
dollar	  investment	  that	  this	  project	  represents.	  	  We	  urge	  the	  City	  Council	  to	  approve	  the	  environmental	  
impact	  report,	  transfer	  of	  floor	  area	  rights	  (TFAR),	  and	  transient	  occupancy	  tax	  subvention	  for	  the	  
Wilshire	  Grand	  project.	  

	  

Honorable	  Antonio	  Villaraigosa	  
Mayor	  of	  Los	  Angeles	  
200	  N.	  Main	  St.	  Rm	  303	  
Los	  Angeles,	  CA	  90012	  

	  

The	  Honorable	  Jan	  Perry	  
Councilmember,	  City	  of	  Los	  Angeles	  
200	  North	  Spring	  Street,	  Room	  420	  
Los	  Angeles,	  CA	  90012	  
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