
A better L.A. is our business

Education & Workforce Development

Establish strong support 
and commitment to early 
and pre-K education
The Chamber recognizes the 
importance of advancing and 
investing in high quality preschool 
education programs. The Chamber 
is committed to encouraging 
commitment from a broad base 
of business, industry, civic, parental 
and community leaders about 
the urgency to build and sustain a 
comprehensive and quality early 
education system.

Improve student outcomes 
and funding for K-12 public 
education
At local, state and federal levels 
we must increase our investments 
in education, and at the same 
time, dramatically increase the 
effectiveness of our educational 
institutions. The Chamber-
sponsored AB 2648, authored by 
Speaker Karen Bass, was signed 
into state law by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in 2008. AB 
2648 requires the state to develop 
a feasibility report regarding 
implementation of the “multiple 
pathways” approach in public 
high schools across California. 
Multiple pathways integrates 
rigorous college prep course work 
with applied learning and Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) in 
order to better prepare students 
for both college and career. The 
Chamber also believes math and 
science education should be a 
national priority.

Increase access to higher 
education
The Chamber will continue to 
advocate and support broadening 
access to higher education for 

all Los Angeles area students, 
including immigrant students. 
This includes improving pre-K-12 
college preparedness, increasing 
financial aid access, availability 
and increasing funding and 
accountability of community 
colleges and universities 
regarding student retention and 
completion. To ensure student 
success, the Chamber will also 
advocate for the implementation 
of a comprehensive  pre-K-16 
student data tracking system 
to promote increased account-
ability for student performance 
outcomes.

Leverage federal recovery 
dollars and workforce 
development resources 
to stimulate jobs and the 
economy
The Chamber will maximize 
investments and infrastructure 
aimed at economic recovery to 
achieve job creation in the Los 
Angeles region and will drive 
collaboration among education 
and workforce development 
systems to create pathways 
to high-demand, high-growth 
industries. The Chamber will 
continue to facilitate a partner-
ship between educational 
institutions and the workforce 
development system to offer 
students a rigorous, relevant 
education that will better prepare 
them for a 21st century economy. 
Increased funding for the 
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) 
is essential to assisting under 
and unemployed individuals find 
employment and substantive 
career paths. 
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The Education & Workforce Development 
Committee leads business community 
and educator partnerships to reform our 
public education, expand access to higher 
education and develop the 21st century 
workforce to successfully compete in the 
global economy. In the current economic 
climate, the committee is focused on 
job recovery for today’s workers while 
preparing the future workforce. 
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