
The Land Use, Construction & Housing Council of the Los Angeles Area Chamber 
of Commerce supports the adoption and implementation of planning policies that 
incorporate smart growth tools, drive economic growth, improve environmental 
sustainability and enhance the quality of life and connectedness of our region.
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Support Los Angeles City planning 
zoning code update
It has been 68 years since L.A. has 
updated its zoning code, an important tool 
that defi nes, directs and plans the City’s 
landscape. Over the years, the City has 
taken a piecemeal approach by amending 
the zoning code at-will without a visionary 
picture of the future landscape of L.A. The 
Chamber will play an active role in updating 
the zoning code through advocating for 
meaningful zoning code reform to ensure 
that the approved zoning code not only meets 
the challenges of population growth, diverse 
housing demands and changing technologies, 
but also that it creates certainty for the 
development of community and its residents.

Modernize California’s 
Environmental Quality Act
The California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) must be modernized to preserve the 
law’s original intent while preventing abuse 
for purposes unrelated to environmental 
protection. The Chamber supports substantive 
improvements and will continue to engage 
in a statewide coalition effort advocating 
for a “standards approach.” This will 
integrate California’s strongest-in-the-nation 
environmental laws and planning documents 
into the CEQA process, streamline the 
project approval and challenging processes, 
and reduce the risk of lawsuits that abuse 
the intent of CEQA and delay development, 
jobs and economic recovery. In addition, 
the Chamber will continue to support efforts 
at the local level to streamline the CEQA 
process, including support for adequate 
staffi ng within the City of L.A.’s Planning 
Department and/or the use of contractors 
to shorten review time, and bring local 
regulations into compliance with state 
guidelines. 

Increase opportunities for 
businesses to promote goods and 
services
Organizations should have the ability to freely 
advertise goods and services, grow their 
companies and boost our economy. Chamber 
members rely on marketing opportunities 
created by the sign industry to communicate 
their brand and message with loyal customers, 
and create new relationships to maintain and 
grow a company. It is critical that the City’s 
sign ordinance under consideration provide 
fair and comprehensive guidance to outdoor 
marketing companies and the businesses 
that rely on them for advertising space in 
prime locations and for business growth 
opportunities.  

Advocate for incentive-based 
affordable housing development
With the end of community redevelopment 
and in order to support and boost the 
economic growth of our region, it is crucial 
that L.A. is able to meet demands for 
affordable housing. The Chamber will 
advocate for an incentive-based approach and 
permanent sources of funding that will not 
only increase the affordable housing stock in 
L.A., but will stimulate the housing market 
and put people back to work.

Support opportunities for business 
to improve community health and 
safety
Over the next 20 years, L.A. is projected to 
grow by more than 400,000 new residents - 
an increase of 11 percent and the equivalent 
to adding a city almost the size of Long 
Beach. To tackle the existing needs of our 
communities while planning for such growth, 
the Chamber will advocate for business-
friendly incentives and opportunities that 
cultivate healthier neighborhoods, increase 
safety in our communities and make L.A. 
a more commuter-friendly place to live and 
work.
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